
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Ms. Kathryn Bently      

Department: Theater and Dance       Phone Number: (618) 650-2436 

E-mail Address: kbentle@siue.edu                     Campus Box: 1777 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 [X] This project deals with community outreach.  

 [X] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature.  
 

*Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- Mass Communications, English, Sociology, Black Studies  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 9 hours 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? Yes      

 If ‘yes,’ in which course? Thea 430-001    

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 2  

 

Location of research/creative activities:  SIUE and metro area  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
 The student will serve the Assistant Director for the 20th Anniversary of Black Theatre Workshop. This year is 

significant in that it marks the celebration for the newly endowed Colbert Memorial Scholarship. The production 

will be February 8-10, 2019, with events throughout the semester including alumni-led workshops and touring 

productions to local churches, schools, and community groups.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
 The student will be responsible for conducting research on the chosen theme of the production, compiling scripts of 

relevant productions/scenes/poetry, assisting in the selection of works to be included in the piece, research local, 

regional and national opportunities for touring the production. The student will be responsible for coordinating 

performance bookings at area sites such as Lewis and Clark Community College and the SIUE East St. Louis 

Center. The student will assist with the logistics of working with a guest artist and will work with me to develop 

various opportunities for community engagement both on campus and regionally with the performers and the guest 

artist. The URCA student will work closely with the Black Theatre Workshop Guest Director—who is an alumnus 

and professional, Chicago-based theater artist.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
 The student will have gained valuable experience working with all of the aspects of creating a theatrical production 

including research, writing, directing and producing. They will have gained more confidence as an artist with the 



ability to not only be a performer but to also be a creator of art. They will have gained skills with connecting to 

communities by developing opportunities for collaboration through Black Theatre Workshop performances.  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

 Student needs to be available evenings and weekends Jan-Feb. Remaining months through the semester are more 

flexible.  

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
 Yes, there may be times when students need to provide their own transportation.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
The student needs to have previous experience with Black Theatre Workshop or Black Studies.  

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

N/A 

 

 


